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e OFFICIAL STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:
Andrea Bowers
Public Information Officer
Imperial County Public Health
Department

DATE: Thursday April 2, 2020

IMPERIAL COUNTY REPORTS FIRST COVID-19 RELATED DEATH

The Imperial County Public Health Department announced today that an Imperial County
resident has died due to complications of COVID-19. This represents the first COVID-19
related death for Imperial County. The individual, an elderly adult with underlying health
conditions, was recently diagnosed and was being treated in a San Diego hospital.
Preliminary understanding from the contact investigation is that this patient had minimal
local community exposure and spent time in residences in both Imperial County and near
Mexicali, Baja California. To date, there have been 43 positive COVID-19 cases in Imperial
County, six of whom have recovered and are no longer in isolation.

“My heartfelt condolences go out to the individual's family and friends during this difficult
time,” said Imperial County Health Officer, Stephen Munday. “Any loss of life is tragic, but
this is particularly sobering. While most cases of COVID-19 exhibit mild or moderate
symptoms, this tragic death underscores the urgent need for everyone to practice, without
fail, the orders that have been outlined in the local and State Health Officer orders. These
orders are not only intended to slow the spread of illness for everyone in our community but
are designed to protect residents who are particularly vulnerable to developing more serious
illness, including elderly persons and those with underlying health conditions.”

All residents in Imperial County are strongly encouraged to:

e Stay at home. Limit trips out only for essential tasks (e.g., grocery shopping,
medication pick-up, reporting to work if you are designated an essential employee).

e Practice social and physical distancing by staying at least six feet away from others to
lessen the chances of getting sick.

e Those at higher risk are encouraged to arrange for someone to deliver groceries and
other needed items and try to maintain least a two-week supply of medication on
hand.

e Wash your hands frequently, especially before eating or before touching your face.

e Avoid being around sick people.
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The Imperial County Public Health Department is currently exploring ways (i.e., dashboards)
to provide more information in order for residents to make informed decisions for themselves
and their loved ones. While we do anticipate soon being able to provide additional details
related to COVID-19 in our community, we would still like to emphasize that all residents,
regardless of where they are located in Imperial County should assume that they have been
exposed to the virus and continue to take the necessary precautions.

For general questions or information about COVID-19 and precautions currently

recommended by Imperial County Public Health Department, residents may call the county’s
information line at 442-265-6700 or access its website at www.icphd.org.

Find us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter
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PARA DIFUSION INMEDIATA CONTACTO:
Andrea Bowers
Public Information Officer
Imperial County Public Health
Department

DATE: 2 de abril de 2020

CONDADO IMPERIAL REPORTA PRIMER MUERTE RELACIONADA
A COVID-19

El Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado Imperial anuncié hoy que un residente del Condado Imperial
ha fallecido debido a complicaciones de COVID-19. Esto representa la primera muerte relacionada con
COVID-19 para el Condado Imperial. La persona, la cual era de la tercera edad y tenia problemas de salud
subyacentes, fue diagnosticada recientemente y estaba siendo tratada en un hospital de San Diego. La
investigacion preliminar indica que la persona tuvo una exposicion minima en la comunidad local y pasé
tiempo en su residencia en el Condado Imperial y en un drea cercana de Mexicali, Baja California. Hasta la
fecha, se han reportado 43 casos positivos de COVID-19 en el Condado Imperial, 6 de los cuales se han
recuperado y ya no estan aislados.

“Le extiendo mi mas sincero pésame durante este tiempo tan dificil a los seres queridos y amistades de la
persona fallecida,” comento el Dr. Stephen Munday, Medico Oficial del Condado Imperial. “Cualquier
pérdida de vida es tragica, pero esto es particularmente triste. Mientras que la mayoria de los casos de
COVID-19 exhiben sintomas leves o moderados, este fallecimiento tragico subraya la necesidad urgente que
todos se acaten, sin falta, a las indicaciones delineadas en las érdenes del Médico Oficial de Salud local y
estatal. Estas drdenes no solo estan para reducir la propagacién de la enfermedad para todas las personas en
nuestra comunidad, sino que estan disefiadas para proteger a los residentes que se son particularmente
vulnerables a desarrollar enfermedades mds graves, incluyendo las personas de la tercera edad y aquellas
con condiciones de salud subyacentes.”

Se recomienda encarecidamente a todos los residentes del Condado Imperial que tomen las siguientes
medidas:

e Quédense en casa. Limiten las salidas. Solo salgan para ir por lo esencial (por ejemplo, comprar
comida, recoger medicamentos, presentarse al trabajo si se les designa como empleado esencial).

e Practiquen el distanciamiento social y fisico manteniéndose al menos a seis pies de distancia de los
demas para disminuir las posibilidades de enfermarse.

e Seles recomienda a las personas con mayor riesgo a que hagan arreglos para que alguien les lleve
comida y otros articulos necesarios. Traten de tener un suministro de medicamentos a la para al
menos dos semanas.

e Lavense las manos frecuentemente, en especial antes de comer o antes de tocarse el rostro.

e Eviten estar cerca de personas enfermas.
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El Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado Imperial estd explorando otras formas (i.e., tablero digital)
para ofrecer mas informacion para que los residentes puedan tomar decisiones informadas para ellos y sus
seres queridos. Si bien anticipamos que pronto ofreceremos detalles adicionales relacionados con COVID-19
en nuestra comunidad, es importante enfatizar que todos los residentes, sin importar su ubicacién en el
Condado Imperial, deben asumir que ya han estado expuestos al virus y continuar tomando las precauciones
necesarias.

Para preguntas generales o informacién sobre el COVID-19 y las precauciones recomendadas por el
Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado Imperial, los residentes pueden comunicarse a la Linea
Informativa al (442) 265-6700 o visitar su pagina oficial en www.icphd.org.

Encuéntranos en Facebook, y siganos en Twitter
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