
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This quick guide provides a visual comparison of appearance and color and odor that can be helpful in distinguishing 
non-toxic green algae and aquatic plants from potentially toxic cyanobacteria blooms or harmful algal blooms (HABs).

ATTENTION: Cyanobacteria blooms/HABs can produce 
toxins that are harmful to humans and animals. 

IDENTIFYING A HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM (HAB)

 





 




 


 

 

 

 
 

Find out more on the California HABs Portal
http://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs

Need more help with identification?
http://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/resources/field.html

Or call 1(844) 729-6466

Have you seen a HAB?

Report HABs online! http://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/do/bloomreport.html
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